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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of _5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 



(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative 
Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 



□ 



(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 



, containing a sequence listing and/or tables 

related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see 
Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 

4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



□ 



This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 



□ 
□ 
□ 



international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 
international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 




pages 



1-77 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages 



Pi- 



page s^ 

the claims: 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



nos. 



nos.* 



nos. 



1-35 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



nos 



* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 



sheets 



sheet s* 



sheets* 



1/2-2/2 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



[ I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



□ 



the entire international application 




claims Nos. 



1-35 



because: 



□ 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

See separate sheet. 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 1—35 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 



no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



are so inadequately supported 



□ 
□ 

j j the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 



Instructions in that: 



the written form 



| | has not been furnished 

□ 

does not comply with the standard 



the computer readable form 



| | has not been furnished 

□ 

does not comply with the standard 



| | the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

| | See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: Box III 

1. The application fails to comply with the requirements 
of PCT Article 6, since independent claim 1 and 
dependent claims 2 to 35 are unclear. 

1.1 Claim 1 fails to comply with the requirements of PCT 
Article 6 in so far as the subject matter for which 
protection is sought has not been clearly defined. 
Claim 1 attempts to define said subject matter by the 
result to be achieved, yet this merely amounts to 
stating the basic problem the invention is intended to 
solve, without providing the technical features 
required to achieve this result. In particular, claim 1 
does not clearly explain how to obtain the claimed 
level of accuracy of +/- 0.0005. 

1.2 Claim 1 is not clear and fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 6, in so far as the subject 
matter for which protection is sought has not been 
clearly defined. 

In particular, it is not clear where "said flow rate 
circulating at no more than 40 m /h" is measured. Pages 
19, 20, 26, 31, 32, 36, 38, 45, 47, 56 and 68 of the 
description relate to "said flow rate circulating at no 
more than 40 m /h", but it is also not clear from the 
description exactly where "said flow rate circulating 
at no more than 40 m /h" is located and how said flow 
rate is measured. 

2. Furthermore, irrespective of the above-mentioned lack 
of clarity, the subject matter of claims 1 and 2 to 35 
is not novel within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2) . 
Consequently, the requirements of PCT Article 33(1) are 
not met. The documents marked "x" also describe a 
selective separation method with very small solid 
particles (no more than 30 microns) dispersed in an 
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Supplemental Box 

aqueous phase . 

In particular, DE4335570 also contains a selective 
separation method with very small solid particles (0.1 
to 1 micron) dispersed in an aqueous phase (see column 
2 , line 3 ) . 

DE4335570 also describes a selective separation method 
using a dynamic means with a flow rate of no more than 
40 m /h (see column 1 "Schwerkraftabscheider" (gravity 
separator) and figure 1 with limited recirculation 
"7") . 
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